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CATHY DRAINED THE LAST DROP OF TEA FROM 
Ц HER СИР AND STARED DOWN AT THE TINY ТЕА 
LEAVES THAT FLEGKED THE BOTTOM! THEN SHE 
GLANCED ABOUT THE TINY GYPSY TEAROOM f 
ADAME VORNA NODDED ТО HER... 
YOU WANT МЕФТО READ YOUR 
| \ AORTUNE IN THE TEA LEAVES, 
Ү DEAR? I WILL BE WITH YOU 
Щ IN A MOMENT! 





CATHY SAT BACK AND LIT A ALL YOUR L/FE 7ODAY, YOU \` AW, CAN 1,5157 
GIGARETTE / THE SMOKE CURLED | YOU HAVE DESIRED WILL LOSE | MY 205515 007 
UP LAZILY, DRIFTING TOWARD TO WARRY WELL... YOUR JOB / OF ТОЖМ,5О I 
THE GEILING OF THE PICTURESQUE } TO MARRY FOR COULDN'T GET 
TEAROOM f SOON MADAME VORNA МОМЕУ BUT YOUR FIRED TODAY 
WOULD BE READING CATHY'S ТЕА { CHANCE HAS NEVER ANYWAY WHICH 
LEAVES ОМСЕ MORE! CATHY COME ,SO YOU KEEP REMINDS ME! 
SEL/EVED IN MADAME VORNA... ON WORKING ,.. AND ID BETTER GET 
SHE AAD TOfFOUR TIMES SHE'D HOPING 7 BACK. MY LUNGH 
READ CATHY'S FORTUNE АССИА- 
ATELY. CATHY THOUGHT ABOUT 
THAT FIRST TIME... 


CLERK YOU DO 
NOT ТУРЕ VERY 
WELL, DO YOU? 5 


YES! CATHY REMEMBERED THAT FIRST DAY WELL f THE ELEVATOR MAN TOLD 
SHE'D GONE ВАСК TO THE OFFIGE AND... ME YOU WENT OUT TO LUNCH 
7 YOU KNOW 
15 7/9 HOW YOU TAKE AT TWELVE 4 
т DIDN'T ЕЖРЕСТ, YÎ саке OF THINGS WHILE ИЕ THAT МЕ ALLOW ONLY ONE 


YOU BACK TODAY, IM GONE, MISS FINCH? 





SO YOU'RE F/RED,MISS FINCH! f } THE CLOGK У THE CLOCK IN THAT LITTLE GYPSY 
IT'S ONE TWENTY-FIVE TEAROOM HAD BEEN HALF AN HOUR SLOW! THAT 
8 | GYPSY KNEW ITfGATHY STORMED IN... 


THE CLOCK? HALF AN HOUR SLOW? OH!SO IT 
182 I DIDN'T МО7/СЕ BUT YOU FORGET, 
MISS! I DIDN'T EVEN KNOW YOUR EWPLOYER 
WAS OUT OF TOWN. HOW COULD L 

TELL HE'D COME BACK, 











AND THAT БЕСОМО TIME/CATHY'D 
STOPPED IN WHILE JOB HUNTING 
THE GYPSY'D EXAMINED HER СИР 
AND ANNOUNCED... YOU ARE 


87/44 OUT OF A JOB! YOUR 
SAVINGS ARE RUNNING LOW ./BUT 
М4/7/ DO NOT WORRY 7 I SEE А 
GREAT DEAL OF MONEY IN YOUR 
LIFE БОМЕРАУТАНО А MAN. AND... 
ОН... I SEE А JOB...TODAY ” 


та 


AAT CHANCE. TM МОТ 
MARRYIN' ANY JERK 
UNLESS HE'S LOADED 
ALREADY f ER... IS ІТ. 


НЕ WILL /WWE#/T 
THE MONEY... /WMERIT, 
/7 ҒВОМ ЗОМЕОМЕ 
WEAR AND DEAR ТО 

HIM f SOON AFTER 
YOU ARE MARRIED 7 
WAIT! I SEE SOMEONE 

ASKING YOU FOR DATE 

ZOMORROW. A LARGE МА 

— < 


Ано THAT NIGHT, САТНҮ'О GONE BACK ТО MADAM 
IVORNA... 


SHE'D BEEN RIGHT AGAIN! THAT 
WAS THE DAY GATHY'D LANDED 
HER JOB ІН THE RESTAURANT... 


YOU'RE ASTOUNDING, 
МАОАМ VORNA؟‎ TELL 
МЕ! DO YOU SEE 
ANYTHING WORE 


YESf THE 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR MARRIAGE 


MADAME VORNA HAD BEEN RIGHT FOR THE THIRD 
TIME! THE NEXT DAY,CATHY WAS ASKED FOR A DATE 
BUT SHE TOOK ONE LOON АТ HIM, AND... 








YES! I SEE А 
GREAT DEAL OF 
MONEY! BUT 4/77 
SOON AFTER HE 

INHERITS THIS 

MONEY, HE WILL 


YOU МЕНЕ /7/6//7НОМЕҮ/ т 2/2 
GET ASKED РОВ А DATE T'DAY ” 
WHEN YOU SAID А LARGE МАН, 
YOU WERE СТЕСТ. THIS GUY 
WAS DISGUSTING А КАТ 
54087 NOW, WHAT ABOUT МУ 
FUTURE HUSBAND? You 
SAID HE'D /NHERIT MONEY, 


NO THANKS, BUSTER! | THEN HOW ABOUT 7 MORROW 
гм 20/57 TONIGHT! NIGHT, CUTE STUFF! 


YOU MEAN I'M GOING 
ТО ВЕ А #/ДО#? 


A RICH ГА 


NOW I ЗЕЕ THE LARGE 
MAN AGAIN f НЕ 15 SITTING 
ATA ZABLE / НЕ...НЕ 15 
ASKING YOU FOR ANOTHER 
Ç: 8 247Ғ7 ү 








C'MON, BABY! GIMME А 
BREAK WHAT NIGHT 


I'M визу EVERY 
NIGHT, AS FAR AS 
YOU'RE CONCERNED, 


THE GIGARETTE SMOKE CURLED UPWARD TO THE 
CEILING OF THE GYPSY TEAROOM f SUDDEN L 
MADAM VORNA STOOD ОУЕН САТН 
I AM READY NOW, ) HERE 7 AND FORGET THAT 
MY ОЕДВ LET МЕ 5 HORRIBLE FAT CRUMB, HUH 7 
HAVE YOUR 20Р. ) TELL МЕ MORE ABOUT THAT 
ШЫ FELLER ГМ GONNA MARRY 7 
THE GUY THAT'S GONNA 
Ip INHERIT ALL THE /OUOHF, 


AIN'T YUH BUSY ? 
та BUSTER! 


SHORTLY 
АКТЕВ- 
WARD, ЕН? 


BUT SHORTLY АҒТЕН- 
WARD, НЕ WILL 2/Ғ... 


VIOLENTLY. THAT 
1$ WHAT I ЗЕЕ! 


IF YOU САМЕ 
WITHIN S/Z 
ЕЕЕ? OF HIM, 
YOU'D BE RUDE 
700.7 НЕМ” 


АН! І ЗЕЕ THE 

LARGE МАМ 2/2 

АЗК ҮО FOR А 

DATE, AND YOU 

WERE RUDE 
то HIM... 


WHO WILL INHERIT 

THE LARGE SUM OF 

MONEY SOON AFTER 
YOU ARE MARRIED, 


SHE'S BEEN //6/7 FOUR TIMES ALREADY. AND 
SHE JOES SEE THE ҒАТ SLOB 2//М6 SOON AFTER 
НЕ /ММЕЯ/75 ALL THAT DOUGH! VIOLENTLY, SHE 
SAID f MAYBE HE'LL GET KILLED IN АМ 4070 
ACCIDENT. AND IF ТМ MARRIED TO НІМ. 





Ir was HORRIBLE f THE EVENING 
WAS LIKE А МІ6НТМАНЕ?ОНАКЦЕ 
MARNO МАЗ HIS МАМЕ "НЕ TOOK 


САТНУ ТО А МОМЕ? THEY SAT 
THERE TOGETHER IN THE DARK... 
) САТНУ RETGHING WITH EACH 


OUT WITH МЕ. 
T'NIGHT, CUTIE? 


CATHY WAS SICK ТО HER STOMACH ALL THAT NIGI 
THE NEXT DAY, AS SOON AS SHE COULD GET AWAY, 
SHE RUSHED TO MADAME УОВМА. 

I'VE GOT TO BE SURE, MADAME 

VORNA! IT'S GOT TO BE WORTH 

IT! YOU SAID IT WAS A LO7 OF 


І AIN'T GOT MUCH WOW, CATHY 
BUT I вот 6000 PROSPECTS 
WILL YUH MARRY МЕ? 


HAVIN' А 6000 
TIME, CATHY? 


CHARLES MARNO 
YES УТНАТ'5 RIGHTS 

GAN YOU SEE WOW 
MUCH MONEY? 


I SEE... I SEE TWENTY. 
NO..TWENTY “FIVE 


МҮ UNCLE'S GOT A FACTORY? 
HE'S WORTH 5ОМЕТНІМ"! 
BUT І WOULDN'T АЗК /// 


Он, 7УА7 5 ALL 
RIGHT, GHARLIEfYOU 
WON'T МАИЕ TO ASK 
HIM f Y£ S...GHARLIE” 
114 MARRY УОИ”, 


е” 


КЩ, OR лн AUNT. ..WHO 
NEES 15... ЕК... ИСИ? 





FOR А МОМЕМТ...РОВ А MISERABLE -SIGKENING 
МОМЕНТ...МНЕМ CHARLIE TOOK НЕН INTO HIS 
ARMS AND PLANTED HIS РЕАВВУ LIPS UPON HERS, 
CATHY THOUGHT OF OHUGKING THE WHOLE DEALf 
BUT "7W£W7Y-F/VE THOUSAND DOLLARS" 
BOOMED IN HER REELING BRAIN... 


So SHE WENT THROUGH WITH IT! SHE МАЛА/ЕД 
НІМ? THEY WENT ON A CHEAP HONEYMOON, 

TWO- BIT RESORT HOTEL NEAR THE SEA: 

CATHY WAS ALMOST TOO ASHAMED TO BE SEEN WITH 
Е WHAT МЕ LOOKED L/KE IN A BATHING 


50/7. 





он, BABY f SABY ” SURE, CHARUIE f 
WE'RE GONNA BE CHOKE... SURE. 
SO HAPPY 


ДМО AFTER THE HONEYMOON , CHARLIE AND САТНҮ 
MOVED INTO А SHABBY FURNISHED ROOM! THE DAYS 


AND NIGHTS GRAWLED BY... PAINFULLY f GATHY WAITED... 


MMMMM f SMELL THAT 
FRESH АГА, BABY? 
МСЕ, EH? <Ç 


FAMILY? YOU DIDN'T 
TELL ME! 


YOU DIDN'T ASK МЕ! 
SAY, WHAT'S THE 





BY THE МАУ, CHARLIE f HAVE 
YOU HEARD FROM YOUR 
UNCLE RECENTLY? YOU 
KNOW... THE 7/Ф// ONE! 


NAW мну SHOULD 
I HEAR FROM #/M ° 
HE'S OUT WEST... 

WITH HIS ДАУ 


MONTH PASSED f THEN ТУ! 
GATHY WENT BACK TO THE СҮ! 


TELL ME, MADAME 
VORNA! WHEN WILL НЕ 
INHERIT THE МОМЕУ: 


I SEE IT 


HUH S WHOS он, HIM 


THANKS MADAME 
VORNA! I'LI 


К 2/FFERENCE ANYWAY? 


WITH MADAME VORNA'S ASSUR- 
ANCE, CATHY WENT BACK ТО 
LIVING WITH CHARLIE WITH 
RENEWED DETERMINATION... 


C'MON Т' BED, | I...CHOKE... ГМ 


NOT TIRED,‏ ا 


GHARLIE/ 





AND THEN IT HAPPENED! САТНУ’О STOPPED IN 

АТА LARGE CAFETERIA IN TOWN FOR A BITE ТО 
EAT! AS SHE TOOK HER CHECK AND MOVED DOWN 
THE LINE OF COUNTERS 


I GOT THE STRANGEST 
THAT EVERYBODY'S WATCHIN’ 
м 


ING LIGHT / CATHY SPUN AROUND f EVERYONE МАЗ 
APPLAUDING ГА MAN IN А BLUE SERGE SUIT STEPPED 


ЗЕ, МААМУ 


WHAT'LL IT 


ГІШ HAVE А 
СИР ОҒ 


SOMEONE HANDED THE SMILING MAN А RECTANGULAR 
PIECE OF PAPER... 


MRS. MARNO! THE MANAGEMENT 








YOU ARE NETHERLANE CAFETERIA'S 
ONE MILLIONTH CUSTOMER 7 
NOW IF YOU WILL GIVE US 


MRS. CATHY 
MARNO! I 
J DON'T UNDER- 


ІТ TOOK CATHY SEVERAL HOURS 
TO COMPOSE HERSELF f TOWARDS 
EVENING SHE CAME HOME ... THE 
CASH IN HER POCKETBOOK 


СА ҮЕЗ..1Т'З МЕ, 
YOU 0/80/87/М6 


ЗНЕ 


IT МА 


ҒАТ 3108 Í MADAME 
VORNA WAS WRONG / 


THE TWENTY-FIVE 
7 ¥ 


OF NETHERLANE CAFETERIA TAKES 
PLEASURE IN PRESENTING YOU... OUR 
MILLIONTH CUSTOMER... WITH А 
CHECK... FOR TWENTY-FIVE 
THOUSAND DOLLARS 


WAS WRONG, YOU) [ WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT, CATHY? 


WHAT DO YOU 


/М6 YOU, YOU 

CRUMBS I DONT 

NEED YOU нож! 

т'м WALKING OUT? 

THANKS FOR 

THREE MONTHS 
К OF PERPETUAL 


3 МЕ THAT GOT 





CHARLIE f 
DON'T LOOK AT 
МЕ LIKE THAT! 


CHARLIE MOVED QUICKLY... BARRING GET OUT OF 

н. ЖУ МАУ, YOU 
CATHY YOU LOVE HAH FILTHY, SMELLY... 
CAN'T WALK І САМТ STAND 


OUT ОМ МЕ” | BEING МЕДА YOU! 
WE LOVE EACH 





2 ГУ 
DELL PUT рами лао панни олтен вде FEL To THE FLOOR 


ТНЕ TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS SPILLING OUT, 
BLOTTING OUT THE BLOOD. 








ONE DAY, SHORTLY AFTER ТНЕ PAPER CAME TO REST BY A 
САТНҮ'Ѕ MURDER, А STIFF HEADSTONE 24/2 FOR WITH THE 
BREEZE SWEPT ACROSS A MONEY CHARLES NARNO HAD 

DISMAL CEMETERY, CARRYING 

WITH IT А FLUTTERING SHEET 


...INHERITED FROM SOMEONE 
NEAR AND DEAR TO HIM. 


НЕВЕ IS АМ ELECTRIFYING STORY WITH 50110 ІМРАСТ 
ІМ ITS STARTLING CONCLUSI 


UNDER COVER! 


THE WOMAN SCREAMED! ONE OF THEM PUSHED HER AND SHE FELL TO HER KNEES! ANOTHER LASHED HER 
ARMS BEHIND HER ВАСК/ THEY STOOD AROUND HER... SILENTLY... SOMBERLY f NO ONE SPOKE! THEIR EYES 
BURNED FROM BEHIND THE HOLES IN THEIR BLACK HOODS! THE WOMAN BEGAN TO SOB... WHIMPERING sOFTLY! 
THE TEARS STRE AMED FROM HER EYES, DOWN HER BRUISED CHEEKS f SHE FELL TO HER KNEES...LOOKING 
FROM ОМЕ HOODED FACE TO ANOTHER... PLEADINGLY. . - 326 
Сант GONNA DO YOU МО YOU NEED A 
6000, SUZY CARSON! LESSON 


249 — پا‎ 2 8 
WE'RE GONNA TEACH YOU'RE GONNA GET THE 
кау YOU NOT TO FOOL ШН/РР/М" OF YOUR LIFE, 


YOU'RE GONNA 2 AROUND WITH да SUZY CARSON 


THE BLACK-HOODED FORMS LOOKED UP FROM THE 

PRO STRATE WOMAN/ A FIGURE APPEARED, MOVING 

INTO THE CIRCLE! НЕ WAS DRESSED DIFFERENTLY 

THAN THE OTHERS! НЕ WAS THEIR LEADERfHIS 

HOOD GLEAMED BLOOD-RED IN THE FIRELIGHT.. . 
HITCH ‘ER TO THE YES, GRAND 
TREE. GIVE МЕ MASTER! 

THE МУ/Р/ 





TWO BLAGK-HOODED FIGURES LIFTED THE SQUIRMING 
WOMAN AND DRAGGED HER ТО А TREE f HER ARMS МЕНЕ 
UNTIED AND SWUNG AROUND ITS TRUNK..THEN RETIED 
ОНСЕ AGAIN 


(5 2У CARSON FOR CONSORTING 
WITH...WITH THAT 7ЖАЗ// ELEMENT 
IN OUR TOWN, HE BLACK //6/- 
САМТЕ ЗОС/ЕТУ SENTENCES 

YOU то ОМЕ-НИМОМЕР LASHES 


THE STRAP LASHED DOWNWARD 
ACROSS THE WOMAN'S BACK! THE 









SAMUEL MASTERS SHOOK HIS НЕДО НЕ 5110 DOWN - 
WARD UNTIL НЕ SAT WITH HIS HEAD IN HIS HANDS 

THE VOICE IN THE CLEARING DRIFTED TO HIS HIDING 
PLACE ...ECHOING THE SHARP CRACK OF THE LEATHER 
STRAP... 


Т THE DI/RTY..FILTHY.. ROTTEN... 
OH, LORD. WHY DO THEY 20 THIS? 
Ç Z Ж мну DID I HAVE ТО SEE IT?WILL 


№ ; i І EVER SLEEP AGAIN? 













THE WOMAN CLOSED HER EYES, SQUEEZING OUT THE 
GATHERED TEARS f THE BLOOD-RED-HOODED LEADER 
RAISED HIS GLOVED НАМО... LIFTING THE HEAVY 
LEATHER STRAP... 

THIS WILL TEACH YOU TO 

STAY WITH YOUR OWN...KIND... 


SAMUEL MASTERS TURNED AWAY 
FROM THE HORRIBLE SIGHT... A 
WAVE OF NAUSEA SWEEPING OVER 






BLAST YOU, ED FENTON! 24457 
YOU. WHY DIDN'T YOU S7OP ME? 
WHY DID YOU LET ME STICK MY OSE 
IN? WHY DID YOU LET МЕ 574472 

NOW... НОМ I'LL HAVE TO... FINISH IT? 





THE FALLING STRAP FADED! THE 
SOUNDS OF A BUSY NEWSPAPER 
ОҒҒІСЕ CAME UP SAMUEL MASTERS 
WAS THINKIN 

ED FENTON... 





YOU GOING TO 
FIGHT THEM 


ALL TM SAYING 15, 
17$ TROUBLE 
KEEP 0/7 OF IT! 


OKAYfOKAY./, 
ВЕ A HERO ” 


ONE THING» 

ЗАМ (ВЕ 
CAREFUL HUH? 
DON'T GET YOUR- 
SELF X/LLED/, 


НЕ RED-HOODED ONE...REMOVED HIS 
Т TO LISTEN TO THE GIRL'S HEART. 


( SHE...SHE'S 2242 
Û ALL рент“ 


ALL RIGHT 422 
RIGHT. THEY'RE | THEY 
A MENACE / ARE / NAPPED AND 


AND YOU'RE 
GOING TO HELP 
THE Ғ.В.І. CATCH 
"ЕМ? LITTLE 


LOOK,ED T 


IM GOING 
Х/0- 


ТНЕНЕ РОВ А 
STORY, SAM! 
I'M GOING то 
< EXPOSE THIS 





FLOGGED 
INNOCENT 


NOW,DO 1 627 
YOUR OKAY... 


THAN PRACTICING OR DON'T 1? 


DEMOCRACY. THE 
ЕЙВ./. 18 /WTE#- 
ESTED 


AROUND THE TREE HER LIFELESS BODY SLID TO 
THE GROUND LIMPLY... 


ED. > 42 
Ри «ПС 
Та 27 | 


LET'S GET HER BODY 
OUT OF НЕВЕ! симон 


IN HIS HIDING PLAGE, ЗАМ MASTERS LEANED FOR-, THE ВЕАСК-НООРЕО FIGURES MOVED OFF TOWARD 

WARD, STUDYING THE UNMASKED GANG LEADER.. THEIR CARS f THE LEADER SLIPPED HIS RED MASK 

STUDYING HIS FACE... ВАСК OVER HIS FACE ONCE MORE 7 TWO OF THE 

1 АМОМ YOU МОЖ YOU DIRTY SW rX GANG LIFTED THE DEAD WOMAN'S BODY... 

IF IT'S THE LAST THING I DO, ILL 6000: ALL RIGHT! 22779 
BREAK UP.” 


с> 





THE cLEARING МАЗ DESERTED f 


А TWIG ЗМАРРЕО BEHIND SAM! 
THE FIRE BURNED LOW f ЗАМ 


SAM BEGAN TO RUN! BEHIND, THE 
HE SPUN AROUND? TWO HOODED ВОВЕР FIGURES CRASHED THROUGH 
CAME OUT FROM HIS HIDING РГАСЕЈ _FIGURES STARED АТ HIM... THE UNDERBRUSH AFTER НІМ... . 
WATCHING THE LAST CAR'S TAIL HE MUSTA SEEN 

LIGHT DISAPPEAR DOWN THE Ў WHAT /АРРЕМЕР/”, 

LONELY COUNTRY ROAD... x ; 


IF IT'S THE LAST 
THING I 20... 


IT SEEMED TO SAM THAT Н 


SAM LAY. IN THE UNDERBRUSH,SGARGELY BREATHING? 
HOURS WHEN HE FINALLY FELL TO THE GROUNI THE TWO HOODED FIGURES PUFFED BY, CLOSE 


BEEN RUNNING FOR 


AFTER А WHILE , THEY САМЕ ВАСК.. J МЕУ DO YOU о Y/ HE SAW HIS Ñ 

BREATHING HEAVILY... THINK НЕ SAW | OF THAT? YOU TO THE £ 8. Z.” |ҒАСЕ”МЕ GANT 

STUPID 71 7027) ОЖАУ? ВО WE LOST 5 MEAN..WHEN НЕ) HELL ДЕМ /ВЕ ЗИРЕ | 

YUH НЕ WENT ТНЕ) НІМ! МЕ WON'T ТООК OFF HIS C'MON. LET'S 

OTHER WAY ؟‎ J GET FAR. WELL я МАЗИТ а GET BACK INTO 
тегі. тнє о7уғ5// РАСЕ? кес ши TOWN! 


SAM DARTED DOWN AN ALLEY AND ACROSS THE REAR 
YARDS OF THE BUILDINGS THAT LINED THE MAIN 
STREET f FINALLY HE REACHED THE HOTEL'S BACK 





Ако HI 
онон“ A СА 5 PARKED IN FRONT f WOTOR'S 
RUNNING. І САН TELL FROM THE EXHAUST. WHO'S THAT ? он? мн. I'VE GOT TO MAKE A 
(THEY'RE WA/TING FOR МЕ“ I'VE GOT TO MASTERS CALL QUICK GNE 


ДА. мет PHONE ” 


SNEAK IN... THROUGH THE BACK 7 


THEY CROSSED THE 20227.” THERE WERE FOUR 
HELLO? HELLO, OPERATOR TY 6002 10707 “\ OF THEM, THEIR EYES RIVETED ON ЗАМ FROM THE 
GIVE ME THE А 2.7.” THE VIOLANTE ИС ШИЕ ЕЛЫН 
QUICKLY f К PUT DOWN THE 


PHONE, MISTER! 





SAM ВАСКЕО UP THE HOODED AND FOUWERE ) WHAT ELSE ) DID ХТНЕ GRAND MASTER 
FIGURES MOVED 


THE BLACKNESS CLOSED IN ОМ SAM! THE #/ АСА- 
NESS... AND THE PA/N. . . 





THE FOG CLEARED! THE ROOM МАЗ BRIGHT f ЗАМ ONE ОЕ THE MEN APPR0ACHED THE BEDf HE FLASHED 
LAY ON А HOSPITAL ВЕР? А DOCTOR BENT OVER HIM f 


ТМО МЕМ WHISPERED TOGETHER IN LOW ТОМЕ: 


PULLED THEIR GUNS AND FIRED... 


YOU'VE BEEN OUT COLD FOR У мну DID 
FOUR HOURS MR. MASTERS! THEY 
THEY GAVE YOU @//ТЕ A 

BEATING ГМ FROM THE /`A/. / ]> 

YOU PUT IN A CALL TO US. 


7 

HE TOOK OFF HIS SURE YOU |8АМ HIS FACE | WE WANTED 
MASK І САМ 70 KNOW 
/DENTIFY MIM Š 
HE WAS THE ONE 
THAT ACTUALLY 


А FIGURE STEPPED FROM BEHIND THE SCREEN AND NODDED! | THE GRAND MASTER LOOKED | YES...SAFE,/ SAFE 
THE TWO PHONY F.B./. МЕМ AND THE PHONY DOCTOR DOWN АТ THE DEAD МЕМ5- | BEHIND THEIR MASAS 
PAPERMAN 


OF PREJUD/CE:THESE 
МАКЕ ROUBLE РАТ ЕА НОООЕО PEDDLERS ОҒ 
WHEN THEY FIND HIS 202У7| #4С/АС, REL/6/OUS, 
BUT IT WON'T 2457 LONG | AND 20L/7ICAL 
THEY'LL COOL OFF. AND HATRED OPERATE 
WITHOUT AN /DENTIFYING. | TODAY MIND УОШТНЕУ 


7 и | АВЕ SHREWD AND 
WITNESS... WE'RE SAFE! RUTHLESS MEN SUCH 


2 АЗ ТНОЗЕ IN OUR 
=_= STORY! ном LONG 
===] САМ МЕ STAY *СОО!.' 
AND INDIFFERENT 
TO THIS THREAT TO 
OUR DEMOCRATIC 
WAY OF LIFE? IT IS 
TIME TO UNVEIL 
THESE USURPERS OF 
OUR CONSTITUTIONALLY 





THE WIND-UP TO THIS 5СІЕМСЕ-ҒІСТІОМ 
YARN SHOULD СМЕ YOU QUITE А uJOLLT...f 


ІТ BEGAN WHEN LIEUTENANT ARDEN, THE ASTRO- 
Z NAVIG ATOR, САМЕ TO THE ROGKET-SHIP COMMANDER... 


WHAT? АВЕ You WW YES, SIR WHEN МЕ CROSSED 
SURE ? HAVE YOU 
CHECKED YOUR WAND r S7/¿¿ HADN'T SIGHTED 
FIGURES? TAUSARUS Ш, I CHECKED. 
š WE'RE DEFINITELY 1087/7, 
5 = x. 


уа тр я. 
I'LL 2097 YOU FOR T “| 
ARDEN ІЗІ. ЗЕЕ YOU ЗСВИВ- 
Ñ BING EXHAUST TUBES WHEN) MY МАЅ7АКЕ, ІВ! 
Г GET THROUGH WITH YOU 
ом! Е Q 
а = == 
> DOZEN ТІМЕЗ.. 2 





I DON'T 6/ИҒ А HOOT ÑV 
WHERE YOU MADE YOUR „А 
STUPID ERROR...THE 
РАСТ IS,Y0U WADE IT” А 


АТТЕНТІОН... 24. 
НАМО? REPORT 


ЖЕЎЕ” MIND. ONE 
MISTAKE IS ENOU6H. 


TO THE CONTROL= 


GENTLEMEN/ LIEUTENANT ARDEN,HERE, 

HAS JUST /МЕОЯМЕО ME THAT НЕ HAS < 

MADE А 52/607 ERROR IN THE CALCU- 

LATIONS FOR OUR COURSE SETTING. 

AND WE АВЕ NOW TRAVELING IN AN 

UNCHARTED SECTION OF OUR 
GALAXY - 


THE SAFETY ОҒ THIS 8#/P АМО ITS CREW DEPENDS 
UPON THE /OBS PERFORMED ВУ EACH AND EVERY 
MEMBER ОЕ, THAT CREW! LET THIS ВЕ А LESSON 

ТО ALL OF YOU! т М///. МОТ TOLERATE М/5- 


7АКЕ5.7 I'LL BUST ANYONE AND EVERYONE НО } 
FALLS DOWN ON HIS JOB SERGEANT COOGAN < 
WILL TAKE OVER AS NAVIGATION OFFICER! THE 

REST OF YOU..0/SW/SSED 7 


THE STERN-FACED SHIP'S COMMANDER STEPPED 
FORWARD AND RIPPED LIEUTENANT HARDEN'S EPAU- 
LETS FROM HIS BLOUSE... 


1 HEREBY REL/EVE LIEUTENANT ЎЎ 
WARDEN OF HIS COMMISSION ^ 
AND ВЕОИСЕ НІМ ТО THE RANK 

OF ROCKET “MAN, THIRD CLAS: 


THE MEN FILED SILENTLY OUT OF THE СОМ 
ROOM THE DE-COMMISSIONED OFFICER HUN; 
HEAD... BITING HIS LIPS... 





WELL , ARDEN? WHAT ARE YOU 
WAITING FOR? YOU KNOW WHERE 
ROCKET -МЕМ(8 OVARTERS AREA 


| AEPORT THERE FOR DUTY <t 





THEY CROWDED AROUND НІМ, OFFERING THEIR 
f SYMPATHY... 


15Е OF BABBLING VOICES DIED 
АЕ VARD НІМ 
Уер E АМО TH 


YOU HEARD TH PERHAPS f THE COMMAND: 
OLD MAN! ONE ER'S А HARD МАМ”? ү 
ВЕ5І0Е5 WHAT НЕ 
DIDN'T ТЕЦ. YOU 15... 
BECAUSE ОҒ МУ ONE __ 
> 2 BUT COOGAN ISN'T 
ТНЕ СВЕЖ: @OUALIFIED, HORACE! 
= 4 YOU'VE бОТ ТО PUT 


ARDEN BACK ОМ 
THE JOB 


|”ЕСОММ/58/0М Н/М / SO WHAT ? MAYBE I THINK TVE HEARD 
FIND HIS MISTAKE AND FIGURE YOU OUGHT TO EASE | ENOUGH, FORBES THE SHIP 
OUR LOCATION f FRANKLY, Ги < J UP YOU'RE ALWAYS | 15 UNDER МУ COMMAND! I 
WORR/ED 7 WE ONLY HAVE МО | THE GREW WILL | дом ON THEM Г MUST МАКЕ SURE THAT 
DISCIPLINE 15 МА/МТА/МЕР“, 


MONTHS OXYGEN SUPPLY THINK I'VE GOWE | | DRIVING THEM 7 
MAYBE YOU SHOULD ) IF IT MEANS BEING МАКРО ОМ 


ДЕРТ У SUPPOSE COOGAN CAN'T 
LOCATE US! THEN, WHAT? WE j, SOFTEN ИР” THE MEN, THEN TLL ВЕ МАИ 
JUST CAN'T WANDER AROUND ii > ОМ THEM! АВОЕМ STAYS 
TILL THE OXYGEN б/ИЕ ОШТУ, ¿ BROKEN 7 THAT'S ALL. 





VIGE-GOMMANDER PHILIP FORBES 
‘SLAMMED THE DOOR TO THE CON- 
TROL ROOM AFTER HIM AND MUT- 


AFTER ONE MONTH OF WANDER- 
ING... HOPELESSLY LOST... THROUGH 
THE VAST VOID OF THE UNCH/ 


[ERED UNDER HIS BREATH... 


GALAXY, SERGEANT COOGAN 





т RECHECKED ARDEN'S FIGURES 


МЕ 0077 L. 


SOMEDAY... BERGMAN ؟‎ ЗОМЕРАУ) 8 = : - 
YOU'LL SOFTEN ШР.” ГМ SORRY, SIR ГУЕ DONE MY | | WHAT МАРРЕМЕД )НЕ..нЕ Х/САЕР 
ы 52 BEST / IVE СМЕСЛЕ AND COOGAN? 


I САМ? FIND HIS М/З7АКЕ 7 


Дно THEN, THE COMMANDER ANNOUNCED... 


WE HAVE LESS THAN ONE MONTHS 

SUPPLY OF OXYGEN LEFT. STARTING 
TODAY, WE'RE GUTTING DOWN UNTIL WE 
САМ REPLENISH OUR SUPPLY f WE WILL 
BE USING HE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM - 


МЕЕДЕР 7O SUSTAIN LIFE 7 YOU WILL 


LIMIT YOURSELVES TO ONLY 
ESSENTIAL ACTIVITIES... 





TRIED... BUT 1 

COULDN'T 20 IT! I 
COULDN'T FIND YOUR, 

MISTAKE / SO НЕ 


Т WAS A WEEK LATER... A WEEK OF GASPING FOR 
ЕАСН BREATH... WHEN COOGAN SUDDENLY BROKE 
DOWN... = 


КЕ ЯЕ GOING Tt 7 
ЖЕЛЕ AL DIE: 





IT's COOGAN, SIR HE'S 4 
HAD A BREAKDOWN. HE 


/МӨ” І SENT SEELEY “< 
FOR АМ ОХУ-ВОТТЕЕ 7 





YOU COULD 
HAVE SAVED 


BUT ROCKET - МАМ АВРЕН 2/DN'7 
CALM DOWN HIS EYES BULGED AS 
НЕ SCREECHED AT THE СОМ - 


/ 
MURDERER 7 
MURDERER 


OMMANDER BERGMAN ST/ 0 OUT OF THE 
ROCKET-MEN'S QUARTERS JMM ANDER FORBES| 
STARED AFTER HIM 

WHAT WAKES HIM HARD, SEELEY? I DON'T 

THAT WAY, SIR? WHAT KNOW (вит SOMEDAY... 


ВЕ 30 AARD-HEARTED P 
YOU...YOU М ЖЕКЕЙ 


DEA 


JETTISON THESE ПИО BODIES 
АТ ОМСЕХ ANY MORE ОЧТ- < 
BURSTS OF THIS КІМО WILL ВЕ 
47 WITH THE SAME 

¿1⁄4 





LOOK SIR! THAT HUGE 
PLANET CLOUDS 
COVERED WITH CLOUDS, 


OX YEN ATMOSPHERE: 
LOOK AT THESE 
SPECTRO-SRAPH 





IT'S WO USE МЕ CAN'T ВЕТ 
ВАСА UP. THE @-PULL 15 
700 STRONG 


NSIDE, ON HIS SHOCK COUCH, СОММАМОЕН BERGMAN 
TRIED TO LIFT HIS HEAD... TRIED TO MOVE HIS ARMS f 
IT WAS AS IF НЕ МЕНЕ BÉING WELD РОМА BY 7У0/- 

ANOS ОҒ POUNDS OF WEIGHT 


FULL РОЖЕН: 
МЕ ВЕ GETTING 
WE'LL NEVER 
BE ABLE TO 
STAND /7 “ 


AND THEN HIS ОРУ..А BODY МОТ ABLE ТО #/7/- 
STAND SUCH А GRAVITATIONAL PULL... JUST 
PREADING OUT IN A RED PULPY 





FOR ЗНЕЕК,ЗТАКК HORROR, READ THIS TERRIFYING Т, 
GUARANTEED ТО JAR YOU OUT OF YOUR SEAT! 


WE VE GOT ТО 67 IT! IT'S 
OUR МЕМ 84447 MOMMY'LL 
ВЕ ANGRY WITH US IF МЕ 


CATCH 1Т, MARGIE ؟‎ IT...IT WENT (| 
“0, INTO МЕЛ 
GARDEN 7 


TOWARD THE GATE АМО TRIPPED THE САТСН 
SWUNG OPEN, SQUEEKING ОН ITS RUSTY НІ! 
SH- HHHH. SHE'LL 

HEAR YOU 





THEY МЕНЕ SO CUTE (Г WANTED 
TO EAT THEM UP! JOHNNY CREPT 
TOWARD THE BALL! I WENT TO 

THE FRONT DOOR AND...AS HIS 


I ЗТЕРРЕО OUT ONTO THE PORCH, 
PUTTING ON MY VERY АМӨЛ/Е57 
LOOK f I COULD SEE HIS WIDE EYES 
FILLING WITH TEARS! MY GRUFF 


TINY, UTTLE, PUDGY FINGERS 
CLOSED AROUND THE BRIGHTLY 


WHAT ARE YOU 
COLORED SPHERE... FLUNG IT б 


DOING IN МУ 


I STARTED DOWN THE STEPS SLOWLY ! FOR А MOMENT, 
JOHNNY STOOD FROZEN IN FEARÍ MARGIE STARTED TO 
НУ! SHE ЗОВВЕО OUT ANOTHER WARNING. 75 


JOHNNY TOOK A FLEETING LOOK AT HIS PRECIOUS 
RUBBER BALL AND ОАВТЕО OUT OF THE YARI 


7 IN HERE AGAIN NEXT 
TIME, IT'LL 


Т HAD TO TURN AWAY FROM THEM SO THEY WOULDN'T 
ЗЕЕ ME SMILING THEY CERTAINLY HAD 52///7; 
THOSE TWO! I L/KE KIDS WITH SPIRIT! I BENT 
AND PICKED UP THEIR BALL THEY STOPPED RUN- 
NING АМО WATCHED. . . ص‎ 


HEYZ YOU GIVE US BACK / HERE СОМЕ AND 
OUR 84/4 OR WE'LL TELL *у ВЕТ ІТ! 
OUR 2420077 


JOHNNY'S FACE TURNED МНТЕ! MARGIE HID BEHIND 
НІМ/ THEY CONTEMPLATED MY OFFER... 


ALL RIGHT... IF YOU 
DON'T WANT IT... À 





I TURNED TOWARD THE PORCH; 
CARRYING THE BALL 71 WATCHED 
THEM OUT OF THE CORNER OF 
МҮ EYE! THEY WERE WHISPERING 
TOGETHER... 


SHES TAKING J момму 7OLD из 
NOT TO PLAY IN 
FRONT OF HER 

HOUSE. SHE'LL 

SAY /7 SERVED US 


IT /NSIDE. 
WITH HER! 


CLIMBED THE STEPS SLOW 
GIVING THEM TIME TO MAKE UP 
THEIR MINDS 


= ска 
JOHNNY BEGGED MARGIE ТО СОМЕ WITH НІМ, BUT 
SHE REFUSED 7 FINALLY, SHE FLED DOWN THE 


JOHNNY SHUFFLED ACROSS THE 
STREET HESITANTLY ؟‎ MARGIE 
STOOD SILENTLY, BITING HER 
F|NGERNAILS... 


0 


HERE. ТЕКЕ YOUR OLD 8424. 
NOW, STAY 007 OF MY YARD 


SOB... SOB... 
НИН? GEE 7”, 





= 

OCTOBER THIRTIETHS нммм! 
TOMORROW'S THE 7H#/RTY-FIRST, 4 
THAT MEANS... TOMORROW NIGHT 


BY EVENING, EVERYTHING WAS READY/ I WAS SET FOR 
THEM! AND THEY DIDN'T DISAPPOINT ME f WHEN DARK- 
NESS FELL, I SPIED LITTLE JOHNNY АМО MARGIE STEAL 
ING UP TO THE FRONT GATE... 
GOT THE М/Х BOTTLE 5 UH-HUH/ вит 
YOU НЕ GONNA 
ролт! ги d 


SCARED 


I LISTENED TO THE RUSTY GATE 
5ОШЕАК OPEN AS JOHNNY CREPT 


BOTTLE ON THE DOOR STEP, 
UP THE WALK... 


LEANING AGAINST THE DOOR... 
30 THAT WHEN I'D ОРЕМІТ, Г 
WOULD TIP IN AND SPILL ALL 
OVER THE FOYER. . . 





NATURALLY, 1 DIDN'T ANSWER! I JUST PEEKED 
OUT... WATCHING THEM WHISPER TOGETHER. 
SHE PROBABLY AWNOWS IT'S 7 

JUST А/05 RINGING THE 

BELL! WE'VE GOT ТО GET 

HER TO OPEN THE DOOR. 


THEN, TIED TO THE NUT, THE BOY 
UNROLLED A SPOOL OF BLACK 
THREAD TILL IT STRETCHED 
ВАСК DOWN TO BEYOND THE GATE 4 


УРАН” DUCK 
DOWN 7 4! 


EVERYBODY НАЗ А DIFFERENT МАМЕ РОВ 7У4/ 
HALLOWEEN TRICK f JOHNNY АМО MARGIE CALLED IT 
'ТИСК-ТАСК-ТОЕ'/ ЈОНММҮ SLIPPED BACK UP TO THE 
FRONT DOOR AND PUSHED А THUMB-TACK INTO ITfFROM 
THE TACK, НЕ HUNG A LENGTH OF THREAD WITH: A NUT 


AGAIN AND AGAIN НЕ PULLED THE 
NUT ВАСК AND LET IT ВАМ AGAINST 
THE DOOR! ANYONE NOT FAMILIAR 
WITH THIS HALLOWEEN PRANK 
WOULD GO CRAZY LISTENING ТО 
THAT INGESSANT TAPPING ؟‎ BUT I 
JUST WAITED 


Ç 


ЕО THEM START AWAY... DOWN THE BLOCI 
f NOW IT WAS МИ GHANI 





‚/ОУМУУ/ га 
SCARED 


JOHNNY SKIPPED UP THE PORCH 
STEPS AND REMOVED THE TILTED 
MILK BOTTLE... 





THE DOOR KNOB САМЕ OFF ІМ THE THE HEAT FROM JOHNNY нано 2 JOHNNY. STARED DOWN AT THE 
BOY'S HANDS HAD ITS EFFECT... 


AND THEN, I FLUNG THE OVEN DOOR ОРЕН ALL THE МАХ! 
THEY SAW ME ...AS т REALLY AM... A WITCH ” 


HANSEL! | 
GRETEL || 





